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Mr. Agaba was interviewed by Jordan Crossley;Conference producer of the upcoming 

Sports Betting East Africa Summit at Eventus International. Jordan and Mr. Agaba discussed 

the latest gambling legislation in east Africa, the National Gaming Board of Uganda’s plan’s 

for 2018 and what Mr. Agaba hopes to achieve by being part of the 4th Annual Sports Betting 
East Africa Summit. 

Edgar Agaba 

CEO 

National Gaming Board 

Uganda 

Edgar Agaba is the CEO of the National Gaming 

Board of Uganda. As the CEO of the board, Mr. 

Agaba ensures that all members of the board follow 

the mandate set out by the Ugandan government.  

 

The National Gaming Board is committed to creating 

a transparent, fair and accountable gaming industry. 

Members of the board achieve this by developing harmonized standards and promoting 

responsible gambling amongst licensees. 

 

Some of Mr. Agaba’s other priorities include promoting stakeholder relations aimed at 

ensuring compliance of the law and improving industry practices and standards, establishing 

the responsible gambling foundation and engaging in Corporate Social Responsibility 

activities with various stakeholders to promote awareness about the industry and give back 

to communities. 

 
 
Jordan: How many years have you been involved in the gambling industry? 
 
Mr. Agaba:Exactly one year now 

 



Jordan: On the topic of the new age restriction on gambling activities, what are some of the 

reasons for raising the age restriction from 18 to 25? 

Mr. Agaba:That decision was a reflection of government’s worry about the effect of gaming 

on minors and young adults between the age of 18 and 25. 

Most persons in this age bracket are either still in school or fresh out of school. Studies 

showed increased misuse of time and resources like school fees by university going 

students were being used on gambling and would be better used as savings for investment 

by fresh graduates.  

The change of age from 18 to 25 was therefore inspired by the need to protect young adults 

from the adverse effects of gambling considering their effect on the immediate future of this 

country.However, I mustnote that there are a few challenges faced in implementing this 

provision in practice and we are proposing an amendment.  

 

Jordan: I’ve noticed that Uganda and Kenya have similar new legislations with regards to 

gambling. Does the National Gaming Board of Uganda and the Betting Control and 

Licensing Board of Kenya work very closely together when drafting and implementing new 

legislation? 

 

Mr. Agaba:We consult each other from time-to-time, but you have to realise that there are 

inherent similarities between these two economies, both are young gaming jurisdictions and 

the regulators are fairly young in terms of existence. Both regulators have similar aspirations 

and are generally faced with similar challenges. This could explain the similarities in the laws 

and regulations. 

 
 
Jordan: What do you look forward to by being a part of the 4th Annual Sports Betting East 

Africa Summit? 
 
Mr. Agaba:I look forward to meeting different regulators and operators from across the 

world. I hope to experience the world at the summit. Such interactions highlight common 
challenges and solutions for regulators and also afford us a unique opportunity to view the 
sector from the operator’s point of view. 
 
It’s also a great opportunity for business networking especially for operators and intending 
operators.  
 
 

The full interview with Mr. Edgar Agaba that includes his thoughts on the new gaming 

machines and software legislation, and the changes to gambling tax legislation and the 

effect it has had on the gambling sector in Uganda will be published this Wednesday the 7 th 
of February. 

Join Eventus International’s mailing list to receive the full interview with Edgar Agaba on 

Wednesday and other exclusive interviews with innovators and thought leaders in the 

gambling sector each week.  

Sign-up to Eventus International’s mailing list: www.eventus-international.com/connect 

http://www.eventus-international.com/connect


Register for SBEA: http://www.sportsbettingevents.com/register-sbea-1.html 

___________________________________________
______________________________ 

Eventus International is proud to present the 4th 

installment of the Sports Betting East Africa Summit, 

which will be held in the serene setting of the Kampala 

Serena Hotel in Kampala Uganda from 10 – 11 April 
2018.  

We can proudly say that we have the longest and best 

reputation for hosting gambling conferences and 

exhibitions in the region and are well-known for 
presenting innovative ideas. 

Operators, regulators, affiliates, software providers and 

other companies who supply supplementary services to the gambling sector have used 

SBEA as a place to form new partnerships and strengthen existing relationships. 

In just four years, the show has had the participation of over 900+/- Delegates, 50+/- 

Sponsors and Exhibitors and 100+/- Speakers. Be sure to register your all access pass to 
our biggest and best event yet! 

Register for two days of thought-provoking discussions with your peers!

 

Register for SBEA: http://www.sportsbettingevents.com/register-sbea-1.html 

View Full Agenda: http://www.sportsbettingevents.com/agenda-sbea.html 

 

Contact our Marketing Manager to be secure your company’s space at our exhibition or 
sponsor the 4th Annual Sports Betting East Africa Summit. 

 

Lou-Mari Burnett 

Marketing Manager  

Eventus International 

Email: loumari@eventus-international.com 

Phone: +27829075850 
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