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AmneSuediKagasheki was interviewed by Jordan Crossley;Conference producer of the 

upcoming Sports Betting East Africa Summit at Eventus International. Jordan and 

Amnediscussed the latest gambling legislation in east Africa, competitive strategies for 

operating in Africa, and understanding the African market 

 

AmneSuediKagasheki 

Principal Founder 

Shikana Law Group 

Amne is the Principal Founder of Shikana Law Group.  She is an 

international advocate, who counsels foreign investors, multinational 

companies as well as SMEs on legal issues pertaining to specific 

sectors in Africa.  In particular, she councils investors as they 

develop and expand their activities across Africa. 

 

Amne is experienced in conducting high-level mediation with ministries and government 

agencies on behalf of her clients. She has also closed on a number of high profile and 

lucrative contracts in various sectors such as telecommunications on behalf of her clients. 

She also has experience in counselling gaming companies as they enter into the Tanzanian 

market on the rules and regulations as well as optimal corporate structures for their 

business. 

 

Amne read her Bachelor degree and Master degree in Law at the University of Geneva, 

where she graduated with honours.  She read her L.L.M. in International Trade and Financial 

law at University College London.  She speaks English, French, Kiswahili, and Spanish  

 

Jordan:Amne, how did you first get involved with the gaming industry? 

Amne:I first got involved with the gaming industry in 2013 where we were receiving quite a 

few requests from foreign investors for opinions on the regulatory environment in gaming in 

East Africa and particularly there was an interest in internet gaming. So I was familiar with 

this from a purely regulatory advisory perspective. It was not until 2016 when I got to work 

with Sportpesa who were establishing themselves in Tanzania. I was their legal adviser on 



setting up their investment and getting them to become operational. After the work I did for 

Sportpesa, the gate was open for other investors in gaming who wanted to work with 

Shikana Law Group, having heard about the good work we had for Sportpesa particularly in 
contract negotiations with telecommunication companies and other partners.  

 

Jordan:You wrote an article last year about how investing in Africa requires the expertise of 

 African advisors and experts,how does this carry over into the gambling industry? 

Amne:The same holds for the gaming industry. Definitely, you need advisors and experts 

who are able to assist you in getting a thorough market knowledge, especially the regulatory 

knowledge which is key in operating the business. It does not work for companies to be 

seeking advice from their say UK based experts who do not have an actual footprint in Africa 

and knowledge of the African markets.  

 

Jordan: In the same article, you mentioned that each country requires individual entry  

 strategies, what would be the best strategy for a foreign sports betting operator who 
 is looking at entering Kenya, Tanzaniaand Uganda? 

Amne:The best strategy would be for them to first of all really understand the regulatory 

environment for sports betting, particularly online sports betting which is where Africa is 

moving towards. In a lot of markets, retail is dying/ fading out. Secondly, it would be key to 

understand who the competitors so that the operator establishes where and at what level 

they want to play in the markets. Thirdly, it could be interesting to identify potential 

companies that the foreign operator can buy out or buy into since the brand equity would 

already be existing, consumers/ customers established and it would be a question of building 
onto an already existing system.  

Unfortunately, I do not think companies are going to enter Kenya anytime soon because of 

the tax amendments made recently to the industry.  

 

 

Jordan: There have been many changes to gambling legislation in Kenya and Uganda  

 recently with increased age restrictions and taxes, are there any chances of such 
 changes being made in Tanzania any time soon? 

Amne:We often see that legislators in Tanzania often are inspired by what is going on in 

Kenya. There is a risk that Tanzania could adopt the same tax system as the one in Kenya – 

which we see is creating a big upset in the market and if it actually is implemented and 

adopted on a permanent basis, it could potentially kill the industry. The problem is that the 

legislators often do not really understand gaming and they just look at the numbers in terms 

of tax collection and look at the jackpots and pay outs and assume that the industry has a lot 

of money without really understanding how that money is made and also the cost for 

operation and investment, in particular why certain games are taxed the way they are.  So, 

this poses as a real risk for the operators already on the ground and those who want to 

come in. However, like I tell my clients, they need to work on educating the public, regulators 

and legislators on the business sooner rather than later ie when radical tax changes are 

made.  



 

 

Jordan: What do you look forward to by being a part of the 4th Annual Sports Betting East 

    Africa Summit? 

Amne:I am looking forward to listening to other jurisdictions’ experiences whether from a 

regulator perspective or an operator perspective. Exchanging best practices is always good 
for growth of the industry.  

 
 

The full interview with AmneSuediKagashekithat includes hercompetitive strategies for 

operating in Africa and how east African operators can take a proactive approach to 
legislative changes will be published this Wednesday the 14th of February. 

Join Eventus International’s mailing list to receive the full interview 

withAmneSuediKagasheki on Wednesday and other exclusive interviews with innovators 
and thought leaders in the gambling sector each week.  

Sign-up to Eventus International’s mailing list: www.eventus-international.com/connect 

Register for SBEA: http://www.sportsbettingevents.com/register-sbea-1.html 

___________________________________________
______________________________ 

Eventus International is proud to present the 4th 

installment of the Sports Betting East Africa Summit, 

which will be held in the serene setting of the Kampala 

Serena Hotel in Kampala Uganda from 10 – 11 April 
2018.  

We can proudly say that we have the longest and best 

reputation for hosting gambling conferences and 

exhibitions in the region and are well-known for 
presenting innovative ideas. 

Operators, regulators, affiliates, software providers and 

other companies who supply supplementary services to the gambling sector have used 

SBEA as a place to form new partnerships and strengthen existing relationships. 

In just four years, the show has had the participation of over 900+/- Delegates, 50+/- 

Sponsors and Exhibitors and 100+/- Speakers. Be sure to register your all access pass to 
our biggest and best event yet! 

Register for two days of thought-provoking discussions with your peers!

http://www.eventus-international.com/connect
http://www.sportsbettingevents.com/register-sbea-1.html


 

Register for SBEA: http://www.sportsbettingevents.com/register-sbea-1.html 

View Full Agenda: http://www.sportsbettingevents.com/agenda-sbea.html 

 

Contact our Marketing Manager to be secure your company’s space at our exhibition or 
sponsor the 4th Annual Sports Betting East Africa Summit. 

 

Lou-Mari Burnett 

Marketing Manager  

Eventus International 

Email: loumari@eventus-international.com 

Phone: +27829075850 
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